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STAPLEHURST SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL NEWS
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
“Children always come first. They are our future.”
Every day I feel incredibly privileged to be the Headteacher at Staplehurst School, and as it has been a year
since my arrival it is good to reflect on the strengths and positive improvements that have happened over
this period:


Children consistently demonstrate good learning behaviours and uphold our PRIDE values;



The love of reading is at the heart of our school; our children engage enthusiastically with our 30 reads
initiative;



Friday ‘Parents into Reading’ sessions are well attended and demonstrate how we work in partnership
to support our children;



Curriculum themed weeks such as ‘World Week’ provide exciting opportunities and enrich our children’s
learning experiences; our sporting and music provision is strong and embedded;



Children are proud of their learning environments – they set high expectations and enable effective
learning in lessons;



A range of Reading, Phonics, Maths and Growth Mindset parent workshops have been delivered by our
leaders; feedback has been highly positive;



Pupil leadership and voice has been well developed through the roles of Learning Ambassadors, School
Council and Peer Mentors;



Termly Parent Forums have been well attended and provide opportunities for us to hear your views in
order to further improve our provision;



Strong pupil and parent feedback: our recent survey indicated 97% would recommend this school to
another parent.

Leaders have embedded:


A clear focus on whole school priorities to ensure our children achieve in line with national expectations,
make accelerated progress and fulfil their potential;



A well established and dedicated staff team who reflect and develop their practice;



A supportive Inclusion Team who ensure that every child is fully included both academically, socially
and emotionally;

This week I invited local Headteachers to visit us to see how we learn at Staplehurst and the progress we
are making; here is a flavour of some of their comments:
‘An environment to be proud of and highly articulate children – it was a pleasure to spend a morning with
you.’
‘A fantastic visit; great staff and children.’
‘Thank you for showing me the learning in your school. The children were really enjoying their learning –
great to see such a wide range of activities in progress!’
I would like to thank all parents for your on-going support and positive feedback about the improvements
that you have seen and look forward to what we will continue to achieve by working in close partnership.
Have a superb weekend
Miss Davenport
Headteacher
www.staplehurstschool.co.uk
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CURRICULUM NEWS
READING AT STAPLEHURST SCHOOL
The pupils in 1KS are reading The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl. It is about a
greedy crocodile who likes to eat children! He has secret plans and clever tricks to try
and capture the children but the other jungle animals think he is an awful beast. They try
to foil his plans! Will The Enormous Crocodile succeed in eating the children?

I like this book because it has a cheeky crocodile and I like books about
animals.
Beth says:

The best part so far is when The Enormous Crocodile pretends to be a
coconut tree to capture the children. It is funny!
Luca says:

I was worried that the crocodile would eat the children!
Thomas says:

EARLY YEARS NEWS
The Ugly Duckling came to visit EYFS. The children loved meeting him and thought of kind things they could say to him the
help cheer him up! They talked about feelings and how the things we say can affect other people, especially how unkind
words can hurt people.

KENT OWL ACADEMY VISIT
Today, the children in Early Years and Year 4 had a fantastic time when the Kent Owl Academy visited us. They learnt lots
of exciting facts about owls and really enjoyed getting so close to these amazing birds. It was quite a spectacle when the
birds flew over the top of them across the room!
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YEAR 5 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
This week Year 5 had fun investigating flight with paper aeroplanes as part of their research for DT. After designing and
creating, they went outside and recorded how far they were able to fly!

SPORTS NEWS
KENT BASKETBALL FINALS
Staplehurst took part in the Year 5/6 Kent Basketball Finals today representing Tunbridge Wells as the 2019/2020
Tonbridge/Tunbridge Wells Champions. The team played really well with great teamwork and superb passing skills on
show. They played against the best Kent has to offer and finished in the top 12 teams. Well done Team Staplehurst!

SCHOOL INFORMATION
MUSIC LESSONS FOR KS2
Andrew Parry Music are pleased to announce there are spaces for children at Staplehurst School to learn a woodwind
instrument. The options are: flute, clarinet, oboe and saxophone (to learn saxophone it is advised your child is in Year 5 or
above). If you are interested, for more details and to apply online please visit their website: www.andrewparrymusic.com.

ATTENDANCE
CONGRATULATIONS - TO THE AMAZING RYLANCE (5F) CLASS – 99.07% attendance – you are setting the standard
and we are very proud of you. Punctuality and good attendance are important to establish as positive habits as children,
develop, grow and move on to their next stage.
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DIARY DATES
Forthcoming events:
Thursday 6 February
Agility Competition (Years 1 and 2) (am)

Monday 24 February
Start of Term 4

Friday 7 February
Class 1KS Celebration Assembly (2.30pm)

Thursday 20 March
Year 5 Trip to Canterbury Museum

Tuesday 11 February
Safer Internet Day

Monday 16 – Tuesday 24 March
Year 5 Bikeability

Thursday 13 February
Open Classroom Event (am)
End of Term 3
Parent Consultations Booking Opens (6pm)

Tuesday 24 March
Parents’ Forum (2pm)

Friday 14 February
Inset Day – School Closed

Tuesday 19 May
Parents’ Forum (2pm)
Tuesday 30 June
Parents’ Forum (2pm)

Monday 17 – Friday 21 February
Half Term

SEVERE WEATHER PROCEDURE
The DfE (Department for Education) states that “schools should, wherever possible, stay open in severe weather” and we
recognise that it is important for Staplehurst School to remain open so that parents are able to work and children can
continue to learn. Our fundamental principle is that every effort will be made to ensure that Staplehurst School remains
open even if only limited numbers of children can attend.
In each instance the school will determine:



whether the school site is safe
how many staff are likely to be in

then make a decision based on the safety of children.
If the school is CLOSED we will notify you via ParentMail and also publish a message on our website and Facebook
and Twitter page.

Please remember if you would like daily updates about the learning at Staplehurst join us on twitter
@StaplehurstSch.

www.staplehurstschool.co.uk

Email: office@staplehurst.kent.sch.uk

Tel: 01580 891765

Please note the school is not responsible for any content or services provided by third parties and cannot be held liable for any inaccuracies, loss or damage that may result from using such information or services.

