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NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL NEWS
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
“Children always come first. They are our future.”
This week’s main highlight has been our children’s performance at the Young Voices Concert. I am sure you would
join me in thanking the children for their on-going hard work and effort in preparation for the performance and Mrs
Seymour and Mrs Seal for ensuring our children have weekly choir and participate in such exciting national events.
Thank you to all parents and carers who attended our parents into read session this morning. At Staplehurst we
are passionate about ensuring that each child develops a life-long love for reading to increase their knowledge
and ability to read for pleasure. We urge you to encourage our children to read often and share the stories they
have read with their friends and teachers and recommend excellent books so that others may desire to read these
books as well.
Enjoy your family time this weekend.
Miss Davenport
Headteacher

YOUNG VOICES
The choir had the most amazing day on Wednesday when they attended the Young Voices concert at the O2 in London. It
was our first experience of taking the train and we were well looked after by South Eastern Railway and had reserved
carriages – the train driver even beeped as he came into Staplehurst Station! At the O2 there were over 8,500 children
singing – the biggest children's school choir in the world. Mrs Seymour was so proud of all the children who attended. They
were treated to music by Tony Hadley, The Shires and Ruti (former winner of the Voice) as well as street dance by Urban
Strides. A huge thank you to all the choir parents for their continued support this academic year.

2019- 2020 WHOLE SCHOOL PRIORITIES:




To raise and maintain standards in Reading, Writing and Mathematics to ensure we are in line with national
standards
To implement an ambitious curriculum that reflects the vision and values of the school
To further improve parental engagement: improving communication and promoting the school
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CURRICULUM NEWS
LITERACY NEWS FOR EYFS AND KS1
From Early Years upwards, we are encouraging our children to develop a love of reading. At the Parents into Read session
this morning, we were excited to let parents and carers know about the new ‘Read Write Inc.’ books that will be sent home
in book bags next week for our children in Early Years and Key Stage One.

READING AT STAPLEHURST SCHOOL
The pupils in 1RS are reading Harry the Poisonous Centipede by Lynne Reid Banks. Harry
is a poisonous centipede but, though he's not very brave, he is the hero of this seriously
squirmy story. Harry likes to eat things that wriggle and crackle, and things that are juicy
and munchy!
It’s amazing because I like bugs and I have caterpillars in my room.
Jasmine says:
I like the book. I didn’t know that centipedes are nearly blind or that they have
breathing holes along their body.
Bertie says:
I think the book is interesting because I hadn’t heard of it before.
Daisy says:

EARLY YEARS NEWS
During exploring time the children enjoyed investigating different ways of making nests! It was lovely to see the children
evaluate their designs and think about improvements that they could make.

www.staplehurstschool.co.uk

Email: office@staplehurst.kent.sch.uk

Tel: 01580 891765

Please note the school is not responsible for any content or services provided by third parties and cannot be held liable for any inaccuracies, loss or damage that may result from using such information or services.

No 17

Spring Term

24 January 2020

YEAR 4 ART PROJECT
Year 4 have started the next phase of our exciting art project, tracing, cutting out and embellishing different buildings in
preparation for mono printing.

SPORTS NEWS
FORTHCOMING SPORTING EVENTS
Look out for news of our upcoming sporting events:


On Thursday 30 January our Football Team have a match against Hawkhurst Primary School.



Staplehurst will also be playing in the Kent Basketball Final on Friday, 31 January representing Tunbridge Wells as
the 2019/2020 Tonbridge/Tunbridge Wells Champions.



Next month, on 6 February some children in Years 1 and 2 will be representing us at the Agility Competition at High
Weald Academy.

SCHOOL INFORMATION
COATS FOR KIDS
Please find attached a poster that has been sent from a small charity ‘Coats For Kids’. This charity can provide coats for
kids/families that are in need of coats but are unable to get them due to whatever reasons. You can also give back to the
small charity by donating coats that are no longer needed.

ATTENDANCE
CONGRATULATIONS - TO THE AMAZING MOORE (6L) CLASS – 96.83% attendance – you are setting the standard and
we are very proud of you. Punctuality and good attendance are important to establish as positive habits as children, develop,
grow and move on to their next stage.
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DIARY DATES
Forthcoming events:
Thursday 30 January
Staplehurst vs Hawkhurst Football Team
Friday 31 January
Kent Basketball Final
Class 1RS Celebration Assembly (2.30pm)
Thursday 6 February
Agility Competition (Years 1 and 2) (am)
Friday 7 February
Class 1KS Celebration Assembly (2.30pm)
Tuesday 11 February
Safer Internet Day

Thursday 13 February
Open Classroom Event (am)
End of Term 3
Parent Consultations Booking Opens (6pm)
Friday 14 February
Inset Day – School Closed
Monday 17 – Friday 21 February
Half Term
Monday 24 February
Start of Term 4
Thursday 20 March
Year 5 Trip to Canterbury Museum
Monday 16 – Tuesday 24 March
Year 5 Bikeability

SEVERE WEATHER PROCEDURE
The DfE (Department for Education) states that “schools should, wherever possible, stay open in severe weather” and we
recognise that it is important for Staplehurst School to remain open so that parents are able to work and children can
continue to learn. Our fundamental principle is that every effort will be made to ensure that Staplehurst School remains
open even if only limited numbers of children can attend.
In each instance the school will determine:



whether the school site is safe
how many staff are likely to be in

then make a decision based on the safety of children.
If the school is CLOSED we will notify you via ParentMail and also publish a message on our website and Facebook
and Twitter page.

Please remember if you would like daily updates about the learning at Staplehurst join us on twitter
@StaplehurstSch.
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